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HERE isa Meannefs in fome 
Minds, which will not permit 
them, when they have once taken 
a Picque, or Dijlike to a Perfon, 
to approve any thing he fays, or 
does, or allow any Merit in 
any Perfon, or Performance he 
recommends, as if Demerit was 
ence of their Diflike, and that 
Senfe left a Perfon the Inftant they withdrew their 
good Opixion from him. 

AN Abfurdity like this, ftands in the very Centre 
of the Prompter’s Province, and is a publick Nui- 
fance to All, who travel thro’ the different Roads 
to Knowledge. 

THE reputed Authors of the Bee, whom I am 
wnacquainted with but by Name, having incurred 
the Diflike of a Set of obicure Writers, of this Turn 
of Mind, have furnifhed them with an Occafion of 
difplaying (what, if they were not under the Domi- 
nion of Paffion, they would for their own Sakes 
conceal) the Afeanue/s of Mind I am here {peaking 
of, by a Publication, and Commendation at the 
fame time, of a PHILosoPHER’s PRayYER, full 
(examined impartially) of xoble Sentiments of ‘the 
Deity, and the profoundef? Devotion in the Suppli- 
cator. ° 

THE y have attempted ina very low Vein, to turn 
this Prayer into Rhyme; which (to contefs a Truth) 
from their Modification of it, appears as ridiculous as 
they defigned it fhould. 

THEY have likewife endeavourd to fhew, that 
a Prayer, wrote in Imitation of the ancient Phi- 
lofophers, was neither CHRISTIAN, ~0r ORTHODox, 

Avery wife Endeavour! Worthy the Genius that 
infpir'd the Thought! It is a very great Abfurdity in- 
deed, for a Prayer, formed upon philofophical Prin- 
ciples, to ditter from Articles of Faith, and Points of 
Revelation ! 

As I conceive thefe Reptiles only cenfured the 
Prayer, becaufe it was wrote by the late Dr. Tindall, 
and recommended by Mr. B----£I thall endeavour, 
by fome Obfervations on it, to open their Eyes to 
its Beauties, and remove the BEAM of Prejudice that 
obftructs their Sight. 





ao 
The PHILOSOPHER’S PRAYER. 
« . 3 
: Firft Mover! O Caufe of Caufes! O Thou 
a Omnipotent, Omnifcient, Incomprehenfible 
Being, whom Men call God! 


I fee nothing in this Exordium, but what not only 
ie | Tradefinan, or a Gentlewoman, a Porter, or a 


* Vid. Grub-Street Journal 298. 


“ omala n° Ibo 


Cook- Maid, but even the whole Bench of Bifhops, 
and Body of the Clergy, might, with great Devotion, 
and on bended Knees, repeat; nay, I don’t fee why 
it might not, with great Beauty and Propriety, be 
as often uled as Almighty and moft Merciful Father. 
“ TF thou vouchfafeft to regard the Thoughts, 
the Words, or the Actions of Maz; if it be not 
Criminal in {o wretched an Animal even to prof- 
trate himfelf before Thee; if the moft humble, 
the moft ardent Prayer, that my Heart can form, 
or my Tongue can utter, be not an Affront to 
Theel; Hear me, O Almighty Being! and have 
Mercy, have Mercy, have Mercy upon Me.” 
T o iuppofe the Divine Nature employed, eter- 
nally, in regarding the Thoughts, the Words, or the 
Aftions of Man, is what, human Pride, defirous of 
rendering MAN a Being of very great Confequence, 
may pleafe icfelf in the Thoughts of : Human Pride 
may yet go farther, and flatter itfelf, that the Great 
Author of the Univerfe has nothing elfe todo. The 
modefter Philofophers were contented to liye under 
the general Eye of Providence, without making the 
Divinity a minute Infpector of their particular Acti- 
ons; andthe Prayer-Writer, whole If’s are no im- 
plicit Denials of zatural Religion, nor even of re- 
veal’d, astothe Dogmata, as numberlefs Texts from 
the NewTeftament, might be quoted to fhew, has fuch 
a Notion of the immenfe Difhance between the Divi- 
nity and Himfelf, that he daresnot prefume to THINK 
politively, WHAT, thro’a Contcioutnefs of his own 
Littlenefs, he only QUESTIONS, but not DENrEs. A 
Humility very much to be commended, and that 
ought to be of more general Pratti¢e! But their 
Pique carries them into the moft glaring Abfurdities ; 
for what GREATER can be, than to fuppofe fuch a 
thing as an Atheiftical Prayer, as in the abundance of 
their Spleen they ftile this? An Atheift compofing a 
Prayer to Gop, isa Notion fit only to be propagated 
“* I find myfelf placed by thy Providence on a 
“* Speck of the Univerfe, where daily fee many of 
“* my own Species, who value themfelves upon what 
they call Reason, paying fuch fort of Worstip 
to thee, as, in my own Opinion, is altogether un- 
worthy of thee: I am told by fome of thefe, that 
I ought to BELIEVE fuch things of thee, as I can- 
not, as I darenot, give my Affent to. If thou re- 
gardeft the Thoughts of Mens Hearts, thou feeft, 
thou knoweft, O Almighty Being! that the Reafon 
why I neither can or dareto BELIEVE fuch thingsas 
Men report of thee, is becaufe moft of thofe things 
appear to me to be nothing elfe but thelINVENTIONS 
OF HUMAN PRIDE, and to be utterly unworthy 
of thy Greatnefs, thy Wifdom, and infinite Per- 
“ fection.” 
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INSTEAD 








INsTEAD of amufing myfelf with anfwering the 
FALSE CONSTRUCTIONS put upon the Words, {uch 
Things, and ridiculing the Victory they have gained 
from fuch a. Conftruétion over themfelves; forit no 
where appears throughout the whole Prayer, that by 
fuch things are meant God’s Artributes, and parti- 
cularly his diftributive and vindictive Fuftice , the 
contrary of which evidently appears from the Invoca- 
tion of the Divinity, with the Attributes afcribed to 
him, in the very firft Lines of the Prayer, and from 
the Explanation of fuch Things, by the Words, In- 
ventions of human Pride, which the moft violent 
Conftruction in the World can never apply to God’s 
Attributes; I fhall content myfelf with looking upoa 
it inthe Light, any unprejudiced Reader mutt, viz. 
as a decent and modeft Declarati -a Mind, why 
diffents in Opinion from others. 
wifhed, Difference of Opinion in religious Matters, 
created Antagonifts, that carried their Difputes on, 
with as calm a Sinterity, and as true an inward Con- 
vittion, as appears in this Paragraph. : 

“ Ir Idurft, I would make this humble Petition 
“ tothee ;— namely, that if any of my Actions can 
“ poffibly either PLEASE or DISPLEASE thee, thou 


“ ‘wouldit vouchfafe to fhew me clearly and plainly, | 


what is really and truly thy WiLL: But wharcam [, 
“ ‘that I fhould prefume to make fuch a Requeft to 
“ thee? How dare l either hope, or ask, to be thus 
“ highly favoured above the reft of Mankind? I 
“ ‘will endeavour to avoid offending thee, and to reft 
“ ‘contented in that State of Doubts, of Darknefs, 
“¢ and of Ignorance, wherein it has pleafed thee to 
“ place that Species to which I belong.” 

lave already taken notice, that a Prayer wrote in 
Imitation of the ancient Philofophers, need not, for 
the Juftification of its Writer, be either Chriftiax or 
Orthodox, with refpect to Artitles of Faith, or Points 
of Revelation ; fo that their Argument, becaufe there 
is «Revelation, a Philofopher cannot be fuppofed iguo- 
rant of the divine Will, as revealed in Scriptures, is 
the higheft Abfurdity. The pure Precepts of moral 
Philofiphy, and the Doérine of our Saviour, may, | 
believe, be brought to the fame Standard of DIVINE 
TRUTH; but THE THINGS revealed by Fe/us Chrift, 
(ARTICLES OF FatTH) have nothing to do with the 
Difcoveries of Philofophy, or Reafon, Reafom, and 
Faith, are Antipodes to each other. He mutt be a 
very poor Philofopher, that makes ONE a Branch of 
the OTHER ; for it isa never-to-be-conrefted Maxim, 
that the Moment a thing is underftood by Reafoz, it 
ceafes to bea Matter of Faith, and becomesa Truth 
embraced from Conviction. Accordingly in the 
Language of the Scripture, FarrH is beautifully call’d, 
The EvipeNce OF THINGS UNSEEN. A Philo- 
fopher therefore, with great Propriety, and true De- 
votion, may pray to the divine Mind for a Revela- 
tion of his Will.—He may, ftruck with the Great- 
nefs of his Requeft, ftop fhort, and recollecting his 
Littlenefs, in comparifon of the BEING to whom he 
addreffes himfelf, inftead of purfuing his high De- 
mand, exdeavour to avoid offending him, and reft 
contented in that State of Doubts, of Darknefs, &c. 

TuHatT Life, notwithftanding the Light of the 
Gofpel, may be jutftly call’d a State of Doubts, of 
Darkuefs, and of Ignorance, none but the vAINEST 
of our Species will deny. Are not the moft obvious 
things perplexed with Doubt, and hid in Darknefs ? 
Do we underftand how the Parts of Matter adhere ? 
How Spirit and Subftance conjoin? What Time is? 
Have we adequate Notions to Eterzity, or Space ? 


fid it were to be 


And are not all thefe things Subjects of daily Con- 
verfations ? Humble thyielf then, THev Wor, | 
nor become more conremprible ghan thou art by 
giving thyfelf Knowledge greater than thou haft ? 

“ SINCE I cannot diitinguith Good from Evyjj 
* and am even ignorant of What things are moft 
“¢ proper for me, I dare not prefume to make any 
“ parcicular Requeft to thee : All [ have theConfidence 
“to do, is thus humbly to proftrate myfelf before 
“ thee, to acknowledge thy Power, admire thy #/- 
“* dom, implore thy Mercy, and moft chearfully fub- 
* mit myfelf to thy Will, whatever it be: Difpofe 
“ of me, O Almighty Being! in whatever Manner 
a thou pleafeft ; yet, O forgive thy poor axinated 
. Lump of Matter, if, while it acknowledges thy 
Power and adores thy Wifdom, it likewife prefumes, 
_, ‘ho with a refigned and fubmiflive Heart, humbly 

to entreat, and to implore thy Mercy.” 

SOCRATES (tho’ the Critick of our Philofo- 
pher’s Prayer, afferts very ignorantly the contrary) in 


-~ 


the Dialogue call’d, The Second Alcibiades, or, Of 


Prayer, recommends a Form of Prayer, very like 
this. ** After having fhewn, that Prayer requires a 
; great deal of Caution and Prudence, left, with- 
_, Out knowing it, we fhould ask of the Gods, GREAT 
z E vis, where we think we are only asking BENE- 

FICIAL T'HINGs,” quotes, as the moft perfect, 
the following Prayer of an gncient Poet. “GREatT 
** Gops, Give us fuch things as are NECESSARY and 


cc ; 
x Goop for us; whether we ask for them or no; 


(aa a 2 ° id 
we ask tor them,” Or, in other Words, Since I 


cannot diftinguifh Good from Evil, and even am iz- 
movant of wat is proper for me, I will not make any 
PARTICULAR REQUEST, but sUBMIT MYSELF To 
THY WILL, whatever it be. Difpofe of me there- 
fore, &c. &c. Part of this Prayer is the very Senie 
of one ufed by our Saviour, if not the very Words ; 
Not My WiLL, pur. THY WILL BE DONE. 
Even in the Lord’s-Prayer —there are thefe remark- 
able Words, THY WiLL RE DONE IN EARTH, as 
IT Is IN HEAVEN ; and the only Requeft con- 
tained init, except the Forgivexe/s of Sins, and that 
even covditiexal, is the Gift of DarLy BREAD. 

In fhort, the whole Criticifm is fo abfurd, fo 
unjuft, thews fuch a Spirit of Pique, and is 10, omzi- 
modo, void of Underftanding, that the Writer of it, 
whoever he is, muit be the moft igworant and pre- 
ji diced Creature living. 
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ADVERTISE MENT. 

AKEN up, one Night laft Week, by the 

Watch, a Stray-CoLt, of Aras, or Hs- 
BREW Race. HehadaSinver Birt in his Mouth, 
with a SrLK BripLe, and a neat SrpE-SADDLE. 
It is fuppofed he had juft been Rip, and had been 
everely LAsH’D, there being feveral red Whails on 
his NETHER Parts. He is no Racr-Horsr, 
being only ufed to cURVETT in a Chamber, and is 
generally beftrid by the modern Race of BAccHANTES. 
The Owner, defcribing the Marks, and payinz the 
Charges of Keeping, may hear of him at the mott 
conliderable of the Lupanaria, in the Hezdreds. 








Errat. In the laft Column of the Prompter No. 97. 
inftead of, of that, put a Comma after of, and add 
and. Dele Comma after that. 
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and remove from us, fuch things as are bad, altho’ 
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